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your data
You will know that the regulations about data protection have recently changed, with the
introduction of the General Data Protection Regulation in May 2018. 
Estuary Players keep an email list of members and others who have expressed an interest in
our productions and occasional social activities.  EP need to have your email address in
order to keep you informed about all the activities of the society. Your email address will be
used only for this purpose and will not be divulged to any third party.
If you would like your email address to be changed or removed from the EP list, please
would you let us know by replying to alancaig@aol.com.

annual general meeting
This is the formal notice of our Annual General Meeting, which will take place on
Tuesday 19th June at 7:30pm in St Nicholas Methodist Church
All are welcome, but you need to be a paid up member to vote – and next year’s subscriptions
become due as soon as the meeting has finished, so it is a good opportunity to let Janine have your
payment.
The agenda will be as follows:

1. Apologies
2. Minutes of AGM held on 27th June 2017.  A copy of the minutes can be found at the bottom

of this newsletter.
3. Trustees’ Report
4. Treasurer’s Report
5. New and updated policies.  The trustees have recently prepared drafts of policies on Health

and Safety, Data Protection and Safeguarding and have been attached to the email carrying
this newsletter.  Members’ thoughts and suggestions are invited.  Final versions of these
policies will then be adopted at the next trustees’ meeting.  In addition the policy on
insurance has been reviewed, and no changes are recommended.

6. Election of trustees.
In accordance with the constitution, the chair, secretary and treasurer, together
with up to 9 other trustees are to be elected at the AGM.  All the existing trustees
(Clare Philbrock [chair], Howard Eilbeck [secretary], Janine Warre [treasurer] Angela
Wallwork, Maggie Butt, Alan Caig, Marie Watsham and Ian Potts) are willing to
stand again, and have been nominated and seconded.  In addition Becky Davies has
been nominated and seconded.  Other nominations can be accepted at the meeting

7. Short presentation about the spring production by director Ian Potts.

Much ado about nothing
AUDITIONS



Our next production for the end of November is Shakespeare’s golden comedy Much Ado
About Nothing, directed by Rob Hole. Set in sun-drenched Sicily, in the shadow of the great
volcano Mount Etna, it is the story of a wedding and all the mishaps along the way. 
But Shakespeare makes this more than just a run-of-the-mill RomCom. The grit in the oyster
is his examination of the way that, in a patriarchal society, the behaviour of men and
women are judged by different standards. This will have lots of present day echoes. 
And there is a second wedding in the play too, that of Benedick and Beatrice –the reluctant
lovers– and this sub-plot provides much of the humour. It should be a lots of fun and there
will be two or three songs to sing as well.
Auditions will be held on Thursday 21 and Tuesday 26 June. The 21 June audition will be in
St Nicholas’s church and the 26 June one will be in the Malthouse. Rob will be emailing you
all the details about it on Friday 1 June, so be sure to look out for that. We need a cast of
21, so please let’s have a good turnout at auditions. Rehearsals will begin on Thursday 30
August and the performance dates are 27-30 November. 

whodunnit
Everyone who was in it or who saw it will agree that this was an inspired choice of play for
us – thanks to Mike Edwards for picking it and then devoting so much time to making sure
that its superficiality was treated with the depth and seriousness it deserved – that was
what made it funny.  
Here is the review, written for us on this occasion by Ian Potts.

‘Whodunnit’ by Anthony Shaffer is a witty parody/pastiche of detective fiction,
especially of the Agatha Christie type, stuffed full of the expected setting, ( country
manor) stereotypical characters ( the Boozy Butler, PC Plod, Dotty Aristocrat,
Unconventional Detective etc ) and unexpected plot twists of the genre. The twist in
this case involves the audience in part two being asked to solve the murder as the
characters are unmasked as actors who have all (but one ) been lured to the country
manor by the murderer. 

It is a ‘zombie whammy’ of a play (a particular alcoholic beverage much loved by the
Butler, who did the murder for once! ), fizzing with theatrical flourishes, verbal
ingenuity, some very funny one liners (my favourite being Lady Tremurrain’s, ‘
Diabetes is debilitating enough for me without the additional fatigues of
fornication.’) and greatly appreciated by a full house on the night. I particularly
enjoyed the directorial inventions, like the comic business of the cleaner’s deceptive
dance at the beginning, the calling out of various vegetable names throughout and
the cleaner sweeping off Capodistriou’s head at the end of Act 1-a wonderful comic
moment. I also liked the idea of the sergeant and a local civilian police officer
engaging with the audience during the interval.

The play had good pace and the actors (who were uniformly good ) obviously
enjoyed the over exaggerated style of performance in Act One, which gave way to a 



more naturalistic style in Act Two. This transition was handled well. They all
performed with tremendous energy, good comic timing and were deserving of their
enthusiastic reception by the audience.  The play was directed with great panache
and close attention to the required pace needed to make this play work. The
costumes, wigs and moustaches were excellent and really helped the actors create
their characters and, more importantly, make the unmasking at the beginning of Act
Two more dramatic. The set created the appropriate period and lighting and sound
all contributed well to the ‘thriller’ atmosphere in the play.

Following on from the excellent ‘Roses of Eyam’, the current performance has set a
high bar for the forthcoming production of, ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ in November.
I feel sure the Estuary Players will produce another ‘zombie whammy’! Well done to
everyone.

Forthcoming programme

As indicated above, Much Ado About Nothing runs in the Matthews Hall from 27th to 30th
November.  In spring 2019 Ian Potts is hoping to direct Waiting For Godot for us – the
performance dates are 26 March to 29 March.  In autumn next year there will be an original
musical show, based on the building of the Exeter Ship Canal, and taking a somewhat



frivolous view of history, which will run from 26 November to 29 November.  It might be
called A Cut Above, unless a better title can be found in the meantime. 

And more from roses
After the production of Roses of Eyam had finished, we offered the very comprehensive set
of costumes to Eyam Museum, which is largely devoted to the impact of the plague on the
village.  Happily the museum was very keen to take them on, and their payment has
reduced the costs of our production, retrospectively.  Jill Whitehouse was invited to take
the costumes up, and this is her report of the splendid welcome she got.

We had a brilliant visit to Eyam and received a very warm welcome. The curator said the
costumes would be made available for visitors to try on but also for events like the annual
well dressing and the memorial services for plague victims.

We were given a guided tour by an older lady who turned out to be a founder member of
the museum, an expert researcher and a keen designer of displays. She took us out to lunch
and then back to her house for coffee. A better guide we could not have had as she had
assisted her husband in the publication of a book about Eyam and the plague. 



An example of her painstaking research is the real fate of Mrs Siddall. There is no record of
her death in Mompesson's list and it was assumed that she survived. But Fran searched the
births deaths and marriages for that period and found that she remarried and thus changed
her name. She and her second husband both died of the plague leaving a 3 year old son by
her first marriage to be looked after by someone else. He survived. 

She has also traced all the family connections throughout the village showing how the
plague spread through family members going to help each other.

The second day of our visit we walked around the village looking at Catherine's grave in the
churchyard as well as the Celtic cross. Many of the original houses have plaques saying who
lived there in the time of the plague. Examples of this were the Siddalls’ house and that of
the Merrills. We also found Cucklet Delph where outdoor services were held, and the
Hancock graves. Poor Mrs Hancock buried her husband and 6 children.

Survivors descendants have been found to carry a gene, D32, which by chance also gives
immunity to HIV.

I would encourage anyone to go and visit Eyam. It's fascinating and more so having been
involved in the play.

Best wishes
Jill



***************************************************************************
Annual General Meeting of Estuary Players 2017

Minutes of the AGM held on 27th June 2017.

Present Clare Philbrock(chair), Rosie Munns (Treasurer), Howard Eilbeck (Secretary), Alan
Caig, Avril Pattinson, Ian Potts, Janine Warre, Marie Watsham (Trustees) and 9 members.

Apologies Bryan and Rosemary Stephenson, Rose Gander, Jill Whitehouse, Rob Hole, Mike
Edwards, Angela Wallwork, Clare Evans and Nigel Mason. 

Minutes The minutes of the AGM held on 29th June 2016 were approved as a true record.
Trustees’ Report   Clare reported on another successful year for the company.  The year
started with a performance at the museum of some pieces from May We Remember which
then had a full run in November.  Clare thanked Alan and Janine for such a fantastic
production, a good balance between music and storytelling. It touched many people and it
was well received by the family member of some of the characters mentioned.  Thanks to
Keith Palmer the Mummers made two appearances during the year, once for Charter Day in
August (with three performances at various venues in Topsham) and again in December
around the pubs of the town collecting for ELF.
The 40th anniversary celebrations started with Confusions, great experience, good fun, big
success.  The estuary cruise was greatly enjoyed by all. The next project (Roses of Eyam) is
now almost cast.
Clare thanked all the trustees for their hard work over the year and in particular to three
who are stepping down, Maggie (Bourgein), Avril (who served a term as Chair) and Rosie
(who has been Treasurer for some years).
Howard thanked Clare for her work as Chair.
Treasurer’s report   Rosie presented the audited accounts for the year ending 31 March
2017 in accordance with Charity Commission rules. It was proposed that the accounts be
accepted by Tom Epton, seconded by Bob Drury and carried by the meeting.  Thanks were
expressed to Steve Preston who has audited the accounts for the last 7 years.

Election of Trustees   The following nominations had already been made:
Chair Clare Philbrock
Secretary Howard Eilbeck
Treasurer Janine Warre
Trustees Maggie Butt, Alan Caig, Ian Potts, Angela Wallwork, Janine Warre, Marie

Watsham.

There being no other nominations the meeting agreed that these nominations be adopted.


